Liitle Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians
TRIBAL POLICE DEPARTMENT
7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, M1 49740

June 11, 2025 231-242-1500 - FAX 231-242-1510

The Honorable Hal Rogers

‘Appropriations Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, and Science
2406 Rayburn House Office Building ‘

Washington, DC, 20515

The Honorable Grace Meng - o
Appropriations Subcommittee on Commerce Justlce and Scrence' -
2468 Rayburn House Ofﬁce Burldlng S
Washington, DC 20515 '

REQUEST TO FULLY FUND HIGH !NTENSITY DRUG TRAFFICKING AREAS

Dear Chairman Rogers

i currently serve as Chlef of Pol|ce for the thtIe Traverse Bay Bands of 'Odawa Indlans Tribal
'mg'current funding

Police Department,: l am writlng to express my strong support for maln ¥
levels for the ngh Inten5|ty Drug Trafﬁckmg Areas {HIDTA) program"and t oppose the proposed
$102.6 million reductlon inthe Pre5|dent s Budget. The HIDTA program is ssentral to the safety
and well-being of commurnt;es throughout the United States: While thls proposed reduction
represents a sngmﬁcant cut |t a!so accompanles a shlft in oversrght W|th the Admlmstrat'lon
proposing that HIDTA move from the Ofﬁce of Natlonal Drug Control Pollcy (ON DCP) to the
Department ofJustrce s Ofﬁce ofjustlce Programs {oip), which | a!so oppose [

The HIDTA program, establlshed |n 1988 coordmates and assrsts federa] state Iocat Tribal, and
territorial law enforcement agencies to address regtonal drug threats and reduce |II|c;t drug
productlon and trafﬁckmg By facrhtatmg cooperation, shartng mtelligence and supportlng
coordinated enforcement strategles, HIDTA has proven mdsspensable m dlsruptmg |Ilegal drug
markets and dlsmantilng trafﬁckmg organlzatlons I TR

" The 2025 enacted fundlng Ieve[ of HEDTA a!!ocated $298 57’9 000 to the progra'm, of which 90
percent of those funds were dlrectiy utlllzed to support state and local Iaw enforcement and
task force operations. In the Mlchlgan HIDTA Area of Respon5|blllty (AOR), there are 25 federal,
state, local, and tribal task forces whrch comprrse of more than 75-0__ 'nalysts officers, deputies,
troopers, and agents. They work tlrelessly combathng major drug trafhckmg organizations,
money laundering erganizations, and the V|0Ient crime assocrated with drug trafficking.
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Being a border region, it is imperative to maintain funding to support the local staffing of law
enforcement, intelligence, prosecutors, demand reduction specialists and support positions.

‘Cutting HIDTA funding would undermine our ability to respond effectively to the evolving
threats posed by drug trafficking, which not only harms regions but also has harmful spillover
effects on surrounding areas and the country as a whole.

Furthermore, the Michigan HIDTA Envestlgatlve Support and Deconfliction Center (ISDC) is the
only entity in the State of Mlchlgan whlch conducts case/event deconﬂlctton and case matching
to identify separate law enforcement orgamzatrons invesngatmg the same subject residence, or
entity, and make notlﬁcatlon to those organlzatlons so information can 'be shared, and
mvestrgatrve efforts not dupllcated This also, ensures there are no ”blue on blue events where
" two or more law enforcement agencies converge on the same target. This i JS a one-of-a-kind
officer safety program only offered by the HIDTA program ;

The program's success relles on its capaclty to provrde rehabie law enforcement intelligence and
support coordlnated operatsons that maX|mlze the use.of avallab[e resources A reduction in
funding would Jeopardlze these efforts and make it harder for Iaw enforcement agenues to
protect our cornmunltles ' ' '

A shift to OJP, as proposed sn the budget, would hinder the dynamlc and-responsrve
management approach to HIDTA executive boards S0 they are able to deSIgn and carry out
activities that reﬂect the speuﬁc drug tratﬁckmg threats found in each HIDTA regron This
discretion ensures that each H[DTA Execu’ove Board can tailor its strategy and lnltlatlves to
effectively respond to lacal. threats I\/Iov:ng HIDTA to OJP wou[d smpose constralnts by
having it underafederalagency . ' R

As a local law enforcement executlve commrtted to dlsmanthng |Ilegal drug trafﬁckmg,
urge you to advocate for mamtammg the current level of fundlng for the HIDTA program
and its over5|ght under the Ofﬁce of Natlonal Drug Control Pollcy HIDTA is. a crumal

. investment in the safety and securlty of the Amerlcan people e

Thank you for your attentlon to thls |mportant matter

Very truly yours,

Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Tribal Police Department
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