Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians

TRIBAL POLICE DEPARTMENT
7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, M| 49740

231-242-1500 « FAX 231-242-1510

June 11, 2025

The Honorable Bill Hagerty

Senate Financial Services and General Government _
Russell Senate Office Building, Room. 251 S
Washington, DC, 20002 38 R

The Honorable Jack Reed S
Senate Financial Serwces and General Government
. 728 Hart Senate Office: Buﬁdlng ' :
Washington, DC 205_10_ _

REQUEST TO FULEY . FUND HIGH INTENSITY DRUG TRAFFICKING AREAS
Dear Chairman Hagerty

| currently serve as Ch|ef of Polrce for the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa: fn'd_i::ans Tribal

Police Department 1. am wrltmg to express my strong support for maintaining c’u'rrent funding

levels for the High Inten5|ty Drug__jTrafﬁckmg Areas: (HIDTA) progra _and' to oppose the proposed
$102.6 million reduction :n the :
and well-being of communltles throeghout the’ Unlted States Whlle,th:: proposed reductaon
represents a 5|gn|ﬁcant cut 1t also accompames a shift in over5|ght :.1tn'the Admmistra‘uon
proposing that HIDTA move from th' {Ofﬁce of National: D U Co_ntro[ Pollcy (ON DCP) to the

" Department ofJushce s Office ofJushce Programs (OJP) w ch also oppose

esident's, Budget The HIDTA program is essen‘nal to the safety

The HIDTA program establlshed in.1988, coordlnates and a55|sts federal state local Tribal, and

territorial law enforcement agenaes to address regional drug threats and reduce IllECIt drug

production and trafﬁckmg By fac;lttatmg cooperatlon sharmg mtelllgence and'”"upportmg

" coordinated enforcement strategles HiDTA has proven mdlspensable in dlsrup"tmg illegal drug
markets and drsmantlmg trafﬁckmg organlzatlons : ' -

The 2025 enacted funding Ievel' f‘EHIDTA allocated 5298 579 ODOQ l_“]_:effprogram, of which 90
percent of those funds were d € _ctly utllized to support. stateand Ioca__ law enforcement and
task force operations. In the Michigan HlDTA Area of Respo |b||1ty (AOR) there are 25 federal,

state, local, and tribal task forces which comprlse of more than 750 analysts, officers, deputies,

troopers, and agents. They work tirelessly combattmg major drug trafficking organizations,
money laundering organizations, and the violent ¢crime associated with drug trafficking.

Deputized in Emmet and Charlevoix Counties




Being a border region, it is imperative to maintain funding to support the local staffing of law
enforcement, intelligence, prosecutors, demand reduction specialists and support positions.
Cutting HIDTA funding would undermine our ability to respond effectively to the evolving
threats posed by drug trafficking, which not only harms regions but also has harmful spillover
effects on surrounding areas and the country as a whole.

Furthermore, the Michigan HIDTA Investigative Support and Deconfliction Center {ISDC) is the
only entity in the State of Michigan which conducts case/event deconfliction and case matching
to identify separate law enforcement organizations investigating the same subject, residence, or
entity, and make notification to those organizations so information can be shared, and
investigative efforts not duplicated. This also ensures there are no “blue on blue” events where
two or more law enforcement agencies converge on the same target. This is a one-of-a-kind
officer safety program only offered by the HIDTA program.

The program's success relies on its capacity to provide reliable law enforcement intelligence and
support coordinated operations that maximize the use of available resources. A reduction in
funding would jeopardize these efforts and make it harder for law enforcement agencies to
protect our communities.

A shift to QJP, as proposed in the budget, would hinder the dynamic and responsive
management approach to HIDTA executive boards so they are able to design and carry out
activities that reflect the specific drug trafficking threats found in each HIDTA region. This
discretion ensures that each HIDTA Executive Board can tailor its strategy and initiatives to
effectively respond to local threats. Maving HIDTA to OJP would impose constraints by
having it under a federal agency.

As a local law enforcement executive committed to dismantling illegal drug trafficking, |
urge you to advocate for maintaining the current level of funding for the HIDTA program
and its oversight under the Office of National Drug Control Policy. HIDTA is a crucial
investment in the safety and security of the American people,

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Very truly Vousfysr——e

S,

LT

Chief Terry McDSARaI™"
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Tribal Police Department




